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General

El Salvador, located in Middle America, is the smallest of
the Central American countries. It is bounded on the W by
Guatemala, to the N and E by Honduras, and shares the Golfo
de Fonseca with Honduras and Nicaragua. It is the only Central
American country which has no Caribbean coastline.

The principal port is La Union, an excellent harbor. Acajutla
and La Liberted are open roadsteads.

The climate is tropical with the rainy season from May to
October and the dry season from November to April.

The terrain is typically Central American with a high
mountainous plateau rising inland bordered by a narrow, hot,
humid coastal plain.

The two high mountain chains, which cross almost the entire
country, have numerous spurs which extend very close to the
coast.

Earthquakes are not infrequent. Volcan de Izalco, an active
volcano, rises in the SW corner of the country.

None of the rivers which intersect the coastal plain are of any
use to navigation.

Buoyage System

The IALA Buoyage System (Region B) is in effect.
See Chart No. 1 for further IALA Buoyage System

information.

Currency

The official unit of currency is the colon, consisting of 100
centavos.

Government

El Salvador is a republic with an elected government and a
President. The executive power is vested in a President elected
for a nonrenewable term of 5 years with Ministers and Under
Secretaries appointed by him. The legislative power is vested
in an assembly of 84 members elected by universal suffrage
and proportional representation for a term of three years.

The judicial power is vested in a Supreme court consisting of
a President, light magistrates, elected by the legislative
assemble for renewable terms of three years, and subordinate
courts.

San Salvador is the capital.

Holidays

The following holidays are observed:
January 1, New Year's Day; Good Friday; Holy Saturday;

May 1, Labor Day; August 6, St. Saviour's Day; September 15,
Independence Day; November 2, All Souls Day; and
December 25, Christmas Day.

Industries

The main industries are based on food processing,
beverages, petroleum, nonmetallic products, tobacco,
chemicals, textiles, and furniture.

The country is the worlds principal source of a medicinal
gum from the balsam tree.

Coffee, the most important crop, furnishes about 80 percent
of the total exports of the country.
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El Salvador is fairly well industrialized compared to the
other Central American states.

However, El Salvador still relies to a great extent on its
agricultural exports as a major source of revenue.

Languages

The official language of El Salvador is Spanish.

Time Zone

The Time Zone description is SIERRA (+6).

U.S. Embassy

The U.S. Embassy is located in San Salvador. The mailing
address is Final Boulevard, Santa Elena, Antiguo Cuscatlan,
Unit 3116, San Salvador, APO AA 34023.
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